Bluebells in Edinburgh / Lothians 


The bluebells to be found around are either Common (named also English/Native/British) or Hybrid 
(what people incorrectly call “Spanish’). Spanish Bluebells are very rare in the UK wild (some say 
absent), what you see will be the Hybrids. 


Hybrids being what they are, you won’t expect a given plant or population to show all the hybrid 
features indicated here, just one clear hybrid character is sufficient - you should check a number 
of plants where available to get the ‘picture’ of the population. In general the Hybrid features can 
at their extreme end look like the Common or Spanish so perhaps it is easier to state of the 
extremes ‘Hybrid on the Common side’ or ‘Hybrid on the Spanish side’. 


The following document charts the differences between the Common and the Hybrid. A picture of 
the Spanish Bluebell is included at the end for comparison. 


e There is always a debate about the ‘Spanish’ (Hybrid) ones ‘invading’ and eliminating the 
Common bluebell. The Common and the Hybrid occupy different environmental niches - the 
Common tolerate much deeper shade, and you might expect the Spanish genes would endow the 
Hybrid with a requirement for greater light and heat - so although there is an overlap, the Hybrid 
would never eliminate the Common form but may get subsumed into it due to the existing vast 
Common population and the ease of cross-fertilisation, and the greater fertility of the native 
flowers. The spectrum of variety that results then is to be enjoyed rather than feared, and if 
climate change does come, perhaps we will benefit again from having had the influx of such genes. 
Article 1. 


Hybrid Bluebell 
Hyacinthoides x massartiana 
Woods open and less-dark 





Flower Head (Inflorescence) 


Note Bluebells have two bracts (labelled below), whereas Squills and Hyacinths have only 1 bract 
(Hyacinth’s very small); otherwise Squills and Hyacinths might occasionally seem like a Hybrid 
Bluebell - Hyacinths (Hyacinthus orientalis) over time can dwindle into a meagre state more like a 
bluebell, but the similar Squills you see will usually have flowers pointing upwards. 





Bell 





Pollen & Smell 


The Common has a much stronger smell and is particularly noticeable when you smell a bunch. 


cea ae 
Diptera 


WD sate 
i, t ° 





Colour Forms 


e Blue (particularly darker) - above e Blue (particularly lighter) - above 
e White occasionally, very rarely pink e Pink 
e White 





White Native from Eugene Gawenda 


Spanish Bluebell 


Hyacinthoides hispanica 


For comparison if you look on the web for Spanish Bluebells in Spain you will find instances such as 
these, whose bells are much more delicate-looking than the Hybrid. 

e In the descriptions (Flora Europaea, Nat. Hist. Mus., etc) the stamens are stated as of equal 
length although this is not borne out well in pictures of them, however the most widely-dispersed 
Spanish bluebells in their own land (as noted in Flora Iberica) are themselves mostly of hybrid 
type. The petals are not or only sometimes curled back (as can be seen below). 


Outer stamens joined to petals 
for <2/3 of their length 

AV/=) Vu 0) (O(= mm oye) | (=7a) 

Stamens equal length? (*) 


"4 


- 
Petals not or sometimesjcurled back 





Info 
Updated : 2019-05-21 - please check you have the latest version! 


Contact : David Merrick - facebook.com/meteorquake 
Facebook Botany Group for Lothians : facebook.com/groups/lothiansbotany 


All items in this Series : paintdrawer.co.uk/nature/edinburgh/downloads.htm 


